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CHAPTER  V.

FKOM Lord Minto's letters to Lady Minto we learn
that his first interview with the second great leader
of the allied forces was not calculated to comfort him
for the loss of the most brilliant and popular of the
Austrian generals.

* Prague: January 3, 1800.

c I am here to see Suwarrow on business, and am not
sorry for the opportunity of seeing one of whom one
has heard so much and such extraordinary things.
Indeed it is impossible to say how extraordinary ho
is. There is but one word that can really express it.
I must not on any account be quoted, but he is the
most perfect Bedlamite that ever was allowed to be at
large. I never saw anything so stark mad, and as it
appears to me so contemptible in every respect. To
give you some little notion of his manners, I went by
appointment to pay my first visit, which I was told
would be only one of ceremony. I was full dressed of
course, and although I did not expect him to be so, I
was not prepared for what I saw. After waiting a good
while in an antechamber with some aides-de-camp, a
door opened and a little old shriveled creature iu a